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 What is fluency –

 The word fluency means quickly and accurately. 

 It means more or less the same as when someone is said to be fluent in a foreign language. 

 To be fluent is to flow: Fluent isn’t halting, stumbling, or reversing oneself.

 How to become a fluent reader –

 Fluency is not something that happens in a single grade

 Fluency requires continual practice and understanding of the student.

1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd Grade

BOY (Beginning of the year) N/A 52 words/min. 70 words/min.

MOY (Middle of the year) 23 words/min. 72 words/min. 86 words/min.

EOY (End of the year) 47 words/min. 87 words/min. 100 words/min.



 What is retell –

 Is the ability to synchronize the events in a story while identifying the main idea and key 
details. 

 Although retell occurs through remembering the concepts and details from the story it is 
not simply reciting the story word for word from memory.

 How to excel at retell –

 Teacher and parent modeling; this should be planned and deliberate examples.

 Continual practice with expectations increasing with each new story.

 Grade 3 expectation of retell –

 Determining and identifying the main idea and providing explanations of how the key 
details support the main idea.

 Use of explicate and meaningful vocabulary from the story.



 What is TRC –

 TRC measures the ability for the student to read, interact and comprehension various types of text.

 Components of TRC –

 Reading fluently and accurately.

 Comprehension –

 Oral – 5 questions read aloud by the teacher with verbal responses by the student.

 Written – 2 constructive response questions completely independent; teacher cannot read any portion of the 
questions or explain them.

1st grade 2nd grade 3rd grade

BOY (Beginning of the year) D J M

MOY (Middle of the year) G L O

EOY (End of the year) J M P



 Take a moment to read this text:

Farm Animals

Many kinds of animals are raised on farms.  Farmers 

give them food, water and shelter.  Cows, pigs, and sheep 

are common farm animals.  They provide milk, meat and 

wool the farmer can sell.  Horses are raised on farms and 

ranches.  They are fed hay and are given open spaces to 

run in.  Chickens are also raised on farms.  Some people 

even raise chickens in their own backyards.  Farming is 

hard work, but it can also be fun!



 How would you answer the following question –

 Complete the chart below with what things the farmers and animals provide each other.

Farmers

Level 3 – food, water and shelter

Level 2 – food and water

Level 1 – food

Level 0 - chickens

Animals

Level 3 – milk, meat and wool

Level 2 – milk and meat

Level 1 – milk

Level 0 – live on farms



 Take a moment to read this text.

Chipmunks

Chipmunks are small, striped members of the squirrel family.  They live 
alone in holes that they dig in the ground.  Chipmunks keep their homes very 
clean.  The holes have different rooms for storing food and for sleeping.

Chipmunks eat seeds, nuts, fruits, and grains.  They also eat birds’ eggs.  
Chipmunks use their big cheeks to carry food to their homes.  All winter long, 
chipmunks eat their stored food.  

When they are in danger, chipmunks make chirping sounds.  They they run 
into a hole, but they can also climb trees and swim.



 How would you answer the following question –

 What is the author’s purpose in writing this selection?  Support your answer with 2 
details from the story.

Level 3
The author wrote this story to inform us about chipmunks.  I 

learned that chipmunks live alone in a hole.  They carry their food 

in their cheeks to store at home.

Level 2
The author wrote this to teach me about chipmunks.  They live in 

holes and store food.

Level 1
To teach me. They live in holes.

Level 0
To teach me.



 Take a moment to read this text:

Rudyard Kipling’s book, The Jungle Book, is a collection of short stories about India.  In this 
passage from “ Rikki-Tikki-Tavi,” a young and curious mongoose named Rikki-tikki-tavi has found a 
new home with an English boy, Teddy and his family.

Rikki-Tikki-Tavi

He spent all that day roaming over the house.  He nearly drowned himself in a bathtubs, put 
his nose into the ink on a writing table, and burned it on the end of the big man’s cigar, for he 
climbed up in the big man’s lap to see how writing was done.  At nightfall he ran into Teddy’s 
nursery to watch how kerosene lamps were lighted, and when Teddy went to bed Rikki-tikki
climbed up too.  But he was a restless companion, because he had to get up and attend to every 
noise all through the night, and find out what made it.



 How would you answer the following question –

 How would you describe the main character in this story?  Use 3 detail from the selection to 
support your answer.

Level 3

The main character is Rikki-Tikki-Tavi who is a mongoose and very curious.  In 

the story he explores the entire house including the bathtub where he almost 

drowned, the nursery to watch how kerosene lamps are lite and every time he 

hears a noise in the night gets up to investigate.

Level 2
The main character is curious. In the story he explored the bathtub and almost 

drowned and got up every time he heard a noise at night.

Level 1
The main character is a mongoose.

Level 0
There are 3 characters in the story.



 Take a moment to read the following math problem.

 How are a rectangle and a parallelogram alike? How are they different?

Level 3

Alike:  They are both quadrilaterals (polygons with 4 sides) called parallelograms.  

Each pair of opposite sides are parallel and congruent.

Different:  A rectangle must have 4 right angles, but its sides don’t all have to be the 

same length if they are, it’s a square.  A parallelogram must have opposites sides that 

are congruent but doesn’t have to have any right angles at all.  If it does, it’s a rectangle.

Level 2

Alike:  Both have 4 sides.  Both can be called parallelograms. Both have opposite 

parallel sides the same length.

Different:  Rectangles must have 4 right angles, but parallelograms do not.

Level 1

Same: 4 sides, opposite sides are the same length.

Different:  Right angles on one and not the other.

Level 0
A rectangle and a parallelogram have four sides.



 These websites can accessed from the ORES webpage from home:  (Students have 
their login information.)

 RAZ-KIDS –
 Interactive, leveled eBooks with comprehension questions.  Students listen, read and then quiz on the 

books.

 Students are assigned a “book room” at their independent reading level by the teacher.

 Downloaded app on ipads, iphones, Android devices and Kindles. 

 Read Theory –
 Interactive reading comprehension exercises. Students are helped to think critically, draw inferences, 

understand scope and global concepts, find or recall details, and infer the meanings of useful vocabulary 
words.

 Students are assessed periodically then are assigned comprehension exercises based on their personal 
needs.

 FrontRow Math –
 Targeted independent math practice.  Students are given a diagnosed assessment at the beginning of the 

program in each category.  The program identifies areas of need then developed math practice to meet 
those needs.  Students have access to manipulatives and scratch paper on the computer screen as well as 
videos to help explain the problems to them.  

 Downloaded app on ipads.


